







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































in	 itself	 and	 that	 insists	 in	 it,	 through	 struggles	 and	 claims	 for	 another	 way	 of	making	 it	
exist”.		(Debaise	and	Stengers,	2017:	19)		
	
		
In	her	book,	Living	a	Feminist	Life,	Sara	Ahmed	(2017)	writes	about	being	routinely	wound-
up	by	others	when	they	are	confronted	with	feminist	killjoys.	Feminist	killjoys,	she	
continues,	who	call	out	the	problem,	tend	to	become	the	problem.	They	JAR.	We	JAR.	For	
us,	engaging	with	the	generative	affective	qualities	of	our	jarring	methodology	we	have	
been	experimenting	with	a	process	that	we	feel	is	beginning	to	capture	the	ways	in	which	
phEmaterialist	research	practices	are	productively	working	with	becoming	more-than	the	
problem.	Indeed,	the	driving	force	in	writing	this	paper	for	this	special	issue	has	been	to	
provide	a	partial	cartography	through	words	and	image,	how	lively,	disorienting	and	
experimental	the	mattering	of	our	JARRING	practices	have	be/come	since	they	first	surfaced	
as	a	da(r)ta	making	activity	in	the	Gender	Matters	project.	Our	story,	joins	other	projects	
and	practices	that	are	beginning	to	share	and	theorise	how	post	qualitative	phematerialist	
encounters	are	coming	to	matter	beyond	the	academy.	
	
Jayne	Osgood	and	Kerry	Robinson	(2019;	177)	write	in	their	final	chapter	from	‘feminists	
researching	gendered	childhoods’	that	“do	this	work	requires	a	logic	of	unknowability,	a	
logic	of	openness,	and	a	logic	of	uncertainty”.	Perhaps,	in	the	telling,	when	time-space	
contracts	to	produce	the	illusion	of	coherence,	it	has	come	across	as	a	knowable	and	linear	
process,	as	one	colleague	reported	at	a	recent	event,	“I	love	your	jar	project”.	Rather,	JAR	is	
simultaneously	the	discursive-affective-matter-realising	forces	that	when	stilled	and	prised	
apart,	begins	to	capture	what	a	collective,	affirmative,	response-able	ethics	can	feel	and	do.	
It	began	with	how	what	we	do	matters,	and	string-figure	like,	continued	and	continues	to	
matter	in	expected	and	unexpected	ways.		
	
Our	research	intra-activisms	are	rooted	in	Debaise	and	Stengers	notion	of	‘speculative	
pragmatism’	–	doings	that	are	always	already	‘on	the	turn’	(a	17th	Century	definition	of	jar)	
in	ways	that	help	us	stay	“open	to	the	insistence	of	the	possibles,	and	of	the	pragmatic,	as	
the	art	of	response-ability”	(2017,	p.19).		In	and	across	each	section	we	have	attempted	to	
map	how	our	jarring	practices	have	insisted	on	generating	what	matters,	inside	carefully	
crafted	encounters,	events	and	resources,	that	have,	in	different	ways,	contributed	to	in-
form	policy,	practice	and	pedagogy	in	our	field	of	inquiry.	These	craftings	and	graftings	have	
required	“passion	and	action,	holding	still	and	moving,	anchoring	and	launching”	(Haraway	
2016,	p.10).	And	while	temporary	exists	and	departures	(some	voluntary,	some	forced)	have	
		
always	been	part	of	the	process	amidst	the	foldings	and	perishings	of	moments	and	
projects,	new	hopes	and	possibilities	have	sometimes	emerged	and	flourished.	
	
Returning	to	the	sensory	and	affective	intensities	of	JARring	we	bring	this	article	to	a	close	
with	the	1520s	definition	of	jar,	which	is	“bird-screeching”!	When	we	became	aware	of	this	
variation	in	jars’	etymological	history,	we	instantly	began	likening	our	troublesome	jarring	
methodologies	and	research	activisms	to	Guattari’s	writings	on	the	messenger	bird.	In	a	
section	on	‘existential	refrains’,	Guattari	(1989/2013,	p.	147)	introduces	the	metaphor	of	
the	messenger	bird	‘	that	taps	on	the	window	with	its	beak,	so	as	to	announce	the	existence	
of	other	virtual	Universes’	,	that	is,	other	ways	of	being	that	might	rupture	the	status	quo.	
This	statement	conjured	an	image	in	our	minds-eye	-	its	haptic-visuality	resonating	with	our	
jarring	ways	of	how	what	we	do	comes	to	matter.	Sometimes	in	our	participatory	research	
with	young	gender	and	sexual	becomings	and	activisms,	our	research-activist	beaks	gently	
tap	away	at	the	status	quo,	and	sometimes	we	become,	Sara	Ahmed’s	hammer	-	smashing,	
calling	out	the	violence	of	how	gender	and	sexuality	jars.	Sometimes	we	become	screeching	
sirens,	creating	research	activist	assemblages	that	support	those	who	want	to	express	their	
experiences,	but	at	a	distance,	or	hidden	from	view	entirely.	Silent,	screeching	and	
anywhere	in	between,	we	are	always	entangled	as	part	of	our	PhEmatieralist	approach	in	
the	more-than	of	what	we	become	part	of,	and	our	emergent	jarring	methodology	is	
diffractively	pARTicipating	in	this	process.	It	has	allowed	us	to	think	through	and	matter-
realise	the	transversal	journey	of	how	addressing	gender	and	sexuality	in	children	and	
young	people’s	lives	continues	to	vibrate,	shake-up,	unsettle	and	jolt	(Osgood	and	Robinson	
2018).	And,	amidst	all	the	uncertainty,	we	have	little	doubt	that	it	will	continue	to	be	
productively	JARring.	
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